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the American Peace Society and numerous kindred so- 
cieties in other parts of the world, the Nobel Peace 
Prize Foundation, the International Peace Bureau, the 
Carnegie Endowment, and the like. 



The Militia Pay Bill. 

The Militia Pay Bill, prepared by and in the interest 
of the adjutants general of the various States and of 
militiamen who want to connect with the Federal treas- 
ury, has reappeared on Capitol Hill. It has not yet 
taken shape as a bill actually "introduced," but in a 
tentative form has been sent by the Secretary of War 
to the chairmen of the two military committees of Con- 
gress, Messrs. Chamberlain and Hay. 

The Secretary of War, with a diffidence truly surpris- 
ing, says that he has not yet committed himself to the 
policy of paying the militia out of the Federal treasury, 
but, while appearing to occupy a position of neutrality 
himself, he seeks to commit the two gentlemen who are 
heads of the military committees. Whose duty is it, we 
ask, to prepare bills for consideration by Congress, the 
legislative or the executive officer? 

The new bill retains the central feature of the old one. 
It seeks to provide large payments out of the public 
treasury for the militia officers and enlisted men. It mod- 
estly asks for $16,450,000.00 and provides a permanent 
annual appropriation. These gentlemen do not propose 
to subject themselves and their pay to the uncertain 
whims of future Congresses. The appropriation is to 
be made now and to continue forever. Hard times may 
come to the citizen, business may encounter periods of 
depression, money may be scarce with the taxpayers, but 
a leech, a military leech, which now takes three-fourths 
of all the revenues of Government, must have its appe- 
tite satisfied at whatever cost in sweat and blood to the 
common people. So the appropriation is made con- 
tinuing by this proposed law. 

Students of the Constitution can find no warrant in 
that neglected document for the support of the militia, 
which, in the view of the founders of the Government, 
was to be the military arm of the States. The author- 
ity of the Federal Government over the militia is found 
in paragraph 15, sec. 8, of the Constitution, which says 
that "the Congress shall have power to provide for call- 
ing forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions;" also "to 
provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the 
militia, and for governing such part of them as may be 
employed in the service of the United States, reserving 
to the States respectively the appointment of the officers 
and the authority of training the militia according to 
the discipline prescribed by Congress." 

Amendment 2 to the Constitution says : "A well-regu- 



lated militia being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed." To the disciples of Jefferson 
this amendment, suggested by him, is commended. 

It ought not to be, but somehow it does seem neces- 
sary now and then to remind legislators and other officers 
of the Government of the existence of Article X of the 
Constitution, which says : "The powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by 
it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, 
or to the people." 

This Militia Pay Bill is part of the militarism with 
which all administrations of later days seem smitten, 
and which manifests itself in bills to create reserves, 
after the manner of Germany and France, to convert all 
public schools into military camps and to make every 
male child an embryo soldier taught to believe that 
force is not only the last, but the first and only reason 
in the settlement of disputes. 

Representative Slayden, at that time a member of the 
House Committee on Military Affairs, submitted a re- 
port in the 62d Congress in which he gave cogent and 
satisfactory reasons, aside from the constitutional objec- 
tion, why the Militia Pay Bill should not pass. He 
contended that it was absurd to believe that the militia 
would remain content with the initial pay, and that the 
paltry ten or fifteen millions of their first draft on the 
treasury would surely and speedily grow to a hundred 
millions or more. There are, as his report stated, 20,- 
000,000 men of the military age in the United States, 
who are increasing at the rate of about 750,000 a year, 
and nothing to forbid all of them becoming a part of 
the militia, and thus attaching themselves to the pay- 
roll. The establishment of a militia paid by the United 
States would create a military-political organization to 
threaten and control Congress, and what has already 
happened indicates what would happen in the future. 

One of the chief grounds of opposition to increased 
Federal expenditure on the militia is the well-estab- 
lished fact that under the Constitution the general Gov- 
ernment is powerless, in the event of foreign war, to 
employ such militia on foreign soil. In the Militia 
Pay Bill recently put forth an effort has been made to 
meet this serious objection, and to circumvent the Con- 
stitution by the adoption of the questionable device of 
requiring all State militiamen, as a condition precedent 
to their sharing any of the money to be appropriated by 
the bill, and as an addition to their primary obligation 
to their respective States, to enter into an agreement 
under oath that shall, it is expected, give them the status 
of officers or enlisted men in the army of the United 
States, and shall also render them eligible for and liable 
to be compelled to render military service to the United 
States, both at home and in foreign countries. 
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It is doubtful, to say the least, whether our Supreme 
Court would sanction such an attempt to veneer militia 
raised by the States and owing allegiance to them with 
an artificial Federal status and a contingent obligation 
to render Federal service. We should then be confronted 
with the spectacle of a body of men, sworn to uphold 
and defend the Constitution, practically engaged in an 
effort to cheat the document to which they have solemnly 
pledged fealty. 

The Militia Pay Bill ought not to be considered by 
Congress, or, if it is entertained, it should be beaten by 
a vote so overwhelming that its reappearance will be 
made forever impossible. 



of the property when required, and embodying such 
other requirements as he may consider necessary ade- 
quately to safeguard the interests of the United States. 



Editorial Notes. 



No Rifles for 
School-boys. 



The Kahn Bill, quoted in full below, 
is a most dangerous measure, intended 
primarily to cultivate the spirit of 
militarism in the young men and boys of our schools. 
If arms are issued as proposed to schools, many of which 
are private or sectarian, it will also be possible for rifle 
clubs, so called, to be formed all over the country, and 
before we are aware the entering wedge of European 
compulsory training will be made. We urge our work- 
ers everywhere to make immediate effort to prevent the 
passage of the bill by using their influence in all possible 
ways with Congressmen. It is time that the peace 
people bestirred themselves, as the military promoters 
are already hard at work. 

In the House of Eepresentatives, on January 12, 
1914, Mr. Kahn introduced the following bill (H. E. 
11312), which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and ordered to be printed : 

A bill to permit the Secretary of "War to issue, without 
expense to the United States, for use in target prac- 
tice, magazine rifles and appendages therefor. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the Secretary of War is hereby author- 
ized to issue, without expense to the United States, for 
use in target practice, United States magazine rifles and 
appendages therefor, not of the existing service model 
and not necessary for the maintenance of a proper re- 
serve supply, together with forty rounds of ball car- 
tridges suitable to said arm for each range at which tar- 
get practice is had, not to exceed a total of one hundred 
and twenty rounds per year per man participating in 
target practice, to rifle clubs organized under the rules 
of the National Board for the Promotion of Eifle Prac- 
tice and to schools having a uniformed corps of cadets 
and carrying on military training in sufficient number 
for the conduct of proper target practice. 

Issues of public property under this provision shall 
be made in compliance with regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary of War insuring the designed use of the 
property issued, providing against loss to the United 
States through lack of proper care, and for the return 



Avoidance of Under the able editorship of Eev. 

In Mexico. Frederick Lynch The Christian Work 

is giving much space to articles on 
peace and arbitration. The leading editorial in the Jan- 
uary 3 issue is on "Militarism the Eternal Foe of 
Democracy," while another treats of the increasing in- 
terest taken by the press in arraigning war. In a sym- 
posium in the same number of the paper the editors 
present the views of a number of distinguished men as 
to what was the most significant event of the year 1913. 
The following letter from' Alfred Noyes deserves wide- 
spread publicity at this time: 

"To my mind the most significant event of 1913 is one 
that has not happened; that is to say, I think that the 
avoidance of armed intervention in Mexico is a great 
example to the rest of the world, and a distinct rebuff 
to the sinister forces that have so often plunged an un- 
suspecting nation into war for their own profit. If this 
policy be pursued it will inevitably result in a victory 
that will add immensely to the moral power and pres- 
tige of this great democracy, upon which I believe the 
hope of mankind now chiefly depends. Already (as al- 
ways happens on the appearance of a moral leader) 
Europe is beginning to follow the United States on this 
question. It would be a disaster to humanity if the 
United States should falter on her steady progress 
toward that sublime leadership of the world. 
"Yours faithfully, 

"Alfred Notes." 



Berne Bureau The International Peace Bureau at 

Department. Berne has made arrangements for 
the establishment of a press depart- 
ment. Its object is to give publicity through the local 
newspapers of every country to articles published in 
foreign newspapers which are "calculated to dispel mis- 
understanding, destroy fallacies and errors, and give 
rise to better feelings and more kindly sentiments be- 
tween one nation and another." Having observed the 
good effect of similar work at the time of the Franco- 
German conference, when articles from the Frankfurter 
Zeitung and the Berliner Tagblatt were sent to large 
numbers of French newspapers, the Bureau at Berne 
has at last determined to launch the new undertaking. 
So much harm is done by news of the "yellow journal" 
type that it seems certain that a counter-movement on 
the part of pacifists will do much to lead the public 
mind to better mutual understanding. The suggestions 
made in the articles by Mr. Fried and Mr. Le Foyer, 
published in the last number of the Advocate of 
Peace are in exact line with this enterprise, and similar 
ideas have often been expressed at the peace congresses. 
If the friends of peace in all countries will do what 



